PROPOSAL NO. 4, 2026

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAWRENCE, INDIANA REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 4, 2025 AND TERMINATING THE MUNICIPAL WHEEL TAX AND MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE EXCISE SURTAX IMPOSED THEREUNDER
WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Lawrence, Indiana (the “Common Council”) adopted Ordinance No. 4, 2025, imposing a municipal wheel tax pursuant to Ind. Code § 6-3.5-11 et seq. and a motor vehicle license excise surtax pursuant to Ind. Code § 6-3.5-10 et seq. upon certain motor vehicles registered in the City of Lawrence, Indiana (the “City”), a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A; 
WHEREAS, the municipal wheel tax and motor vehicle license excise surtax imposed pursuant to Ordinance No. 4, 2025 became effective January 1, 2026;
 WHEREAS, the Common Council now desires to repeal Ordinance No. 4, 2025 and terminate the municipal wheel tax and motor vehicle license excise surtax imposed thereunder effective at 11:59 p.m. on December 31, 2026; 
WHEREAS, the Common Council and the Mayor of the City (the “Mayor”) find that repealing Ordinance No. 4, 2025 and adopting a new City ordinance imposing a municipal wheel tax and motor vehicle license excise surtax is in the best interests of the City, its residents, and its businesses in light of the increased Marion County rates established by City-County General Ordinance No. 44, 2026 and the resulting financial impact of those rates on owners of vehicles registered in the City; and
WHEREAS, concurrently with this Ordinance, the Common Council is considering Proposal No. 5, 2026, which, if adopted, would impose a new municipal wheel tax and motor vehicle license excise surtax effective January 1, 2027.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Ordinance No. 4, 2025, including the municipal wheel tax and motor vehicle license excise surtax imposed thereunder, shall remain in full force and effect through 11:59 p.m. on December 31, 2026, at which time Ordinance No. 4, 2025 shall be repealed in its entirety and the taxes imposed thereunder shall terminate.

SECTION 2.	The repeal of Ordinance No. 4, 2025 shall not extinguish, impair, or otherwise affect any tax, obligation, liability, right, revenue, distribution, claim, accounting requirement, enforcement matter, or other matter arising under or attributable to Ordinance No. 4, 2025 for any period during which Ordinance No. 4, 2025 was in effect. Any revenues attributable to a period during which Ordinance No. 4, 2025 was in effect that are received by the City after its repeal may be received, deposited, accounted for, distributed, and expended in accordance with applicable law as though Ordinance No. 4, 2025 remained in effect for such limited purposes. Nothing in this Section shall be construed to authorize the imposition of a tax under Ordinance No. 4, 2025 for any period beginning on or after January 1, 2027.

SECTION 3.	 The WHEREAS Recitals are incorporated herein by reference.
[bookmark: _Hlk200121063]SECTION  4.  All prior ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent with any provision of this Ordinance are hereby repealed. This Ordinance shall have no effect upon any other sections of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Lawrence, Indiana or ordinances not specifically changed by this Ordinance, except as herein provided, and all other sections of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Lawrence, Indiana not inconsistent herewith remain the same.
SECTION 5. The sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, phrases and words of this Ordinance are separable, and if any word, phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional, invalid or unenforceable by the valid judgment or decree of a Court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality, invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect any of the remaining words, phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this ordinance.
SECTION 6.	The Common Council authorizes the Mayor’s designee to provide a copy of this Ordinance to the Indiana Department of Revenue and the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles as required by Ind. Code §6-3.5-10-6.
SECTION 7. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its adoption by the Common Council and approval by the Mayor; provided, however, that the repeal of Ordinance No. 4, 2025 and the termination of the taxes imposed thereunder shall be effective at 11:59 p.m. on December 31, 2026.
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ADOPTED this _______ day of________________2026.



Attest: ___________________                      ____________________________
           Leatrice Adkisson,                               Zach Cramer, 
           City Clerk	      President



Presented by me to the Mayor of the City of Lawrence, Indiana, this______ day of _______________, 2026, at ___________ o’clock _____. m.


_____________________________
Leatrice Adkisson, City Clerk				


Approved by me this ________ day of ______________, 2026, at __________ o’clock _____. m.


_____________________________     
Deborah Whitfield, Mayor			
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Ordinance No. 4, 2025

    PROPOSAL NO.   4 , 202 6     AN   ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAWRENCE,  INDIANA   REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 4, 2025 AND TERMINATING THE  MUNICIPAL WHEEL TAX AND MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE EXCISE SURTAX   IMPOSED THEREUNDER   WHEREAS ,  the Common Council of the City of Lawrence, Indiana (the “Common  Council”) adopted Ordinance No. 4, 2025, imposing a municipal wheel tax pursuant to Ind.  Code § 6 - 3.5 - 11  et seq.   and a motor vehicle license excise surtax pursuant to Ind. Code § 6 - 3.5 - 10  et seq.   upon certain motor vehicles registered in the City of Lawrence, Indiana (the  “City”) , a copy of which is attached hereto  as  Exhibit A ;     WHEREAS ,  the municipal wheel tax and motor vehicle license excise surtax imposed  pursuant to Ordinance No. 4, 2025 became effective January 1, 2026;     WHEREAS , the Common Council now desires to repeal Ordinance No. 4, 2025 and  terminate the municipal wheel tax and motor vehicle license excise surtax imposed thereunder  effective at 11:59   p.m. on December 31, 2026;    WHEREAS , the Common Council and the Mayor of the City (the “Mayor”) find that  repealing Ordinance No. 4, 2025 and adopting a new City ordinance imposing a municipal  wheel tax and motor vehicle license excise surtax is in the best interests of the City, its  reside nts, and its businesses in light of the increased Marion County rates established by City - County General Ordinance No. 44, 2026 and the resulting financial impact  of those rates  on  owners of vehicles registered in the City;  and   WHEREAS ,   concurrently with this Ordinance, the Common Council is considering  Proposal No.   5 , 2026, which, if adopted, would impose a new municipal wheel tax and motor  vehicle license excise surtax effective January 1, 2027.     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL AS  FOLLOWS:     SECTION   1 .   Ordinance No. 4, 2025, including the municipal wheel tax and motor  vehicle license excise surtax imposed thereunder, shall remain in full force and effect through  11:59 p.m. on December 31, 2026 , at which time Ordinance No. 4, 2025 shall be repealed in  its entirety and the taxes imposed thereunder shall terminate.     SECTION 2 .   The repeal of Ordinance No. 4, 2025 shall not extinguish, impair,   or  otherwise affect any tax, obligation, liability, right, revenue, distribution, claim, accounting  requirement, enforcement matter, or other matter arising under or attributable to Ordinance No.  4, 2025 for any period during which Ordinance No. 4, 2025 wa s in effect.   Any revenues  attributable to a period during which Ordinance No. 4, 2025 was in effect that are received by  the City after its repeal may be received, deposited, accounted for, distributed, and expended  in accordance with applicable law as though Ordinance   No. 4, 2025 remained in effect for such  limited purposes.   Nothing in this Section shall be construed to authorize the imposition of a  tax under Ordinance No. 4, 2025 for any period beginning on or after January 1, 2027.     SECTION   3 .     The   WHEREAS   Recitals   are   incorporated   herein   by   reference.   SECTION   4 .    All prior ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent with any   provision of  this Ordinance   are   hereby   repealed.   This   Ordinance   shall   have   no   effect   upon   any   other   sections   of   the Code of Ordinances of the City of Lawrence, Indiana  or ordinances not specifically   changed by   this Ordinance, except  as   herein   provided,   and   all   other   sections   of   the   Code of  Ordinances of the City of Lawrence, Indiana  not   inconsistent  herewith remain the same.   SECTION  5 .   The sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, phrases and words of this  Ordinance are separable, and if any word, phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this  Ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional, invalid or unenforceable by the valid jud gment  or decree   of   a   Court   of   competent   jurisdiction,   such   unconstitutionality,   invalidity   or  

