ORDINANCE NO. 11, 2026

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAWRENCE, INDIANA REDUCING THE PRIVATE HYDRANT FEE TO BE COLLECTED BY THE CITY FROM CUSTOMERS SERVED BY THE CITY’S WATER UTILITY

	WHEREAS, the City of Lawrence, Indiana (“City”) owns and operates its own water utility (“Water Utility”), which is controlled, operated, and supervised by the City’s Utility Service Board (“USB”) established pursuant to Ind. Code § 8-1.5-3; and 

	WHEREAS, the USB engaged Baker Tilly LLC (“Baker Tilly”) to perform a financial study of the Water Utility’s revenues and expenses (“Rate Study”); and 

	WHEREAS, Ind. Code § 8-1.5-3-8 requires that the Water Utility’s rates and charges be nondiscriminatory, reasonable, and just, and that they produce revenue sufficient to pay all legal and other necessary expenses incident to the operation of the Water Utility, including operation and maintenance expenses, debt service on the Water Utility’s outstanding revenue bonds, adequate money for working capital, adequate money for making extensions and replacements, payments in lieu of taxes, and other authorized expenses; and

	WHEREAS, on August 25, 2026, the USB adopted Resolution No. 3, 2026, which recommended and requested that the Common Council of the City (“Council”) adopt and approve an ordinance amending the Water Utility’s rates and charges consistent with the rates and charges set forth herein, including a reduction of the annual private hydrant fee; and

	WHEREAS, the Council has, after publication and notice as required by Indiana law, held a public hearing with regard to the proposed schedule of rates and charges attached hereto as Exhibit A; and
	
	WHEREAS, based upon the recommendation of the USB and Baker Tilly, the Council desires to adopt a new schedule of rates and charges that will reduce the private hydrant fee applicable to customers of the City’s Water Utility. 

	NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Common Council of the City of Lawrence, Indiana that:

	SECTION 1.	The above recitals are incorporated herein by reference. 


	SECTION 2.	Based upon the foregoing, the Council now finds that the rates and charges set forth herein, and the other applicable rates and charges for water service not amended by this Ordinance, produce revenue sufficient to meet the Water Utility’s annual revenue requirements, including to cover any and all expenses authorized by under Ind. Code § 8-1.5-3-8, including but not limited to operation and maintenance expenses, payments in lieu of taxes, debt service on the Water Utility’s outstanding revenue bonds, an allowance for replacements and improvements, and any other authorized expenses. The Council further finds that such rates and charges are nondiscriminatory, reasonable, and just charges for services under Ind. Code § 8-1.5-3-8.

	SECTION 3.	The following Water Utility rates and charges are hereby approved and adopted by the Council, and shall apply to all water service rendered on and after January 1, 2027: 

Fire Protection Services (Per Annum):

Private Hydrant	$590

	SECTION 4. In the event any one or more of the provisions contained in this Ordinance should be held invalid, illegal, or unenforceable in any respect, the validity, legality, and enforceability of the remaining provisions contained herein shall not in any way be affected or impaired and shall remain in full force and effect, and in lieu of each provision that is found to be illegal, invalid, or unenforceable, a provision will be added as a part of this Ordinance that is as similar to the illegal, invalid, or unenforceable provision as may be possible and be legal, valid, and enforceable. 

	SECTION 5.	Prior ordinances and sections of the Code are repealed only to the extent inconsistent with the terms of this Ordinance. Provisions consistent with this Ordinance and not amended or repealed remain in full force and effect, including but not limited to any other applicable water rates and charges as set forth in Ordinance No. 7, 2017, Ordinance No. 15, 2022, and any other applicable ordinance that are not amended herein. Any and all actions consistent with this Ordinance are further ratified.

	SECTION 6.	This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its adoption by the Council, approval by the Mayor, and publication as required by law, if any.







ADOPTED this ___ day of ___________, 2026.


Attest: ________________________		________________________
	Leatrice Adkisson			Zach Cramer
	City Clerk				President

Presented by me to the Mayor of the City of Lawrence, Indiana, this ___ day of _____________, 2026.


							____________________________
							Leatrice Adkisson
							City Clerk


Approved by me this ___ day of ________________, 2026.

							
____________________________
							Deborah Whitfield
							Mayor
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