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DECKS 
City of Lawrence 
Department of Public Works 
317-545-8787 
www.cityoflawrence.org 
 

This handout is intended only as a guide to the subject matter covered herein and is based in part on the 2020 Indiana 
Residential Code. While every attempt has been made to ensure the correctness of this handout, no guarantees are made to 
its accuracy or completeness. Responsibility for compliance with applicable codes and ordinances falls on the owner or 
contractor. For specific questions regarding code requirements, refer to the Indiana Building Code or contact your local 
Building Department. 
 
PERMITS  
A building permit is required to construct a deck measuring 200 square feet or larger or if the deck is more than 
30 inches off the ground.   
 
In addition to the City of Lawrence permit you will also be required to obtain an Improvement Location Permit 
from the Department of Business and Neighborhood Services in Marion County.  Please visit their website at 
https://www.indy.gov/activity/residential-development-permits for more information. 
 
PLANS 
Plans must include a site plan, construction plans, elevation drawings, framing plan, ledger details, footing 
details, stair and guard details.  See the checklist for deck plans provided later in this document. 
 
The following are examples of information that should be included on plans submitted for building permits for 
residential decks. They are examples only and should not be construed as being code compliant for every 
application. It is the responsibility of the homeowner or person preparing the plans to show in detail how they 
will build their deck. Some designs may require more detail than others. Your deck plans should replicate exactly 
how you will build your deck. We will review your plans before we issue the building permit to identify code 
violations before you start work. The more detailed your plans, the more likely you avoid corrections in the field. 
 
Once your plans are released, you should not change your design without approval by the Department of Public 
Works. You should read through the released plans to determine if the plan reviewer noted any corrections to 
your plan. If you have any questions regarding any of the corrections, you should contact us before proceeding.  
 
Plans created at home centers are seldom acceptable for plan review. These computer designs do not allow 
homeowners to duplicate conditions at their home. Applications submitted with these types of plans will be 
returned to the applicant. 
 
INSPECTIONS 
Call 317-545-8787 at least 24-48 hours in advance and have address, permit number, and type of inspection (ex. 
footing) ready. 
• Footing Inspection - Holes dug, loose material/water removed and reinforcement installed if required.  

o Plans and permit card on-site.  
• Final Inspection - All work complete and all stairs, handrails, and guards in place.  

o Plans and permit card along with the installation instructions for composite decking on-site.  

https://www.indy.gov/activity/residential-development-permits
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If work is found in compliance with code, the inspector will sign the permit and you may proceed with the next 
step. 
 
If corrections are noted, an Inspection Report will be left on the site. If a re-inspection is required it will be noted 
on the Inspection Report.  
 
THINK YOU MIGHT ENCLOSE YOUR DECK IN THE FUTURE?  
Deck plans are released on the assumption that the deck will be used only as a deck for the life of the structure. 
Because footing sizes, setbacks, structural supports, and a host of other deck components are different for 
enclosed porches than for decks, it is important that you indicate on you plans the desire to convert the deck at 
a future date. You should then design your deck to carry future loads and meet setbacks and other rules. 
 
 

 
 
MATERIALS 
Fasteners  
Nails and other hardware must be hot-dipped zinc-coated (galvanized), stainless steel or equal. Screws should 
be either hot-dipped galvanized or electroplated with a polymer coating. 12d nails are recommended on 
nominal 2-inch decking. 10d nails are recommended for 5/4" decking.  
 
With lag screws, use a flat washer under the head. Use washers under the nut and head of machine bolts and 
just under the nut of carriage bolts.  
 
Lumber  
All wood used in deck construction must be pressure treated lumber or wood that is naturally resistant to decay 
such as redwood or cedar.  
 
Wood used above ground, in contact with the ground, or below ground requires different degrees of treatment. 
Check the labels of the material you are buying to determine where it can be used. Because some preservative 
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treatments are very corrosive, make sure that any fasteners or metal connectors used in the construction of 
your deck are approved by the manufacturer for use with treated wood.  
 
Decking 
Materials commonly used for decking include standard dimension lumber (either 2X4 or 2X6), radius-edged 
decking, or a manufactured decking product.  
 
Radius-edged Patio Decking (5/4 decking) has been specifically developed for outdoor decks. Redwood and 
cedar patio decking is intended to be used flat-wise in load-bearing applications where spans do not exceed 16" 
o.c. (12” o.c. when installed diagonally to joists). Southern pine decking may span 24” o.c. or 16” o.c. when 
installed diagonally to joists.  
 
Manufactured decking products may be used only when the material is allowed by an NER or similar report. 
Decking without a research report will not be allowed. Ask the decking supplier to provide you with a copy of 
the research report. The Building Department maintains a list of composite decking materials that meet US 
building codes that is available upon request. Caution – some manufactured deck products are approved for 
decking but not for stair treads. In some cases where manufactured decking is approved for stairs, the spacing of 
supports may be significantly reduced compared to use on the deck itself. Refer to our Composite Decking 
handout for further information. 
 

 
 
Footings 
Be sure you call 811 at least 72 hours prior to digging!!! 

 
 

Footings supporting a 4x4 column must be not less than 6-inch diameter. Post footings supporting columns 
larger than 4x4 must be 8-inch diameter or larger. The bottom of post footings may be “belled” to achieve the 
desired minimum bearing area. The base of the footing must be at least 30 inches below finished grade. Rebar is 
recommended. Center the column on the footing secured by a pin or connector. Posts imbedded in the ground 
must be 60% C.C.A. or equal. Using a fiberboard tube will allow elevation of the top of the footing above finished 
grade to provide protection of the wood post from lawn mowers and trimmers. 
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Deck footings should be sized according to the following table.  Footings must extend at least 30 inches below 
grade (frost line) except for decks that are not connected to a dwelling.   
 

 
Required footing sizes are determined by calculating the area of the deck supported by each footing. Loads shall 
be assumed to be equally shared between the supporting elements. Don’t overlook cantilevers. 

 



5 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

DECK FRAMING 
Make sure the ledger is securely attached to the dwelling. Install metal flashing at top and caulk sides. 
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STAIRS 
Stairs must have a maximum rise of 8 1/4 inches and a minimum run of 9 inches measured as shown. The 
greatest riser height within any flight of stairs shall not exceed the smallest by more than ⅜ inch. The greatest 
tread depth within any flight of stairs shall not exceed the smallest by more than ⅜ inch. Open risers are 
permitted provided that a 4” diameter sphere will not pass between the treads.  
 
Stairs must be a minimum of 36 inches wide above the handrail and 31½ inches below the handrail. 
 

 

 
DIAGRAMS ARE FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY (INDIANA CODE REQUIRES 8 ¼ MAXIMUM RISE AND 9” 
TREADS MINIMUM) 
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