 Common Council

City of Lawrence

January 18, 2017
Regular Meeting
MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members Joe Williams, Lisa Chavis, Sherron Freeman, William Tyrrell Giles, Elizabeth Wheeler, Rick Wells, Bob Jones and Greg Allen were present
ALSO PRESENT:  Clerk Kathleen Walton and Attorney Jonathan Hughes (Bose McKinney & Evans LLP)
STAFF PRESENT: City Attorney Hoff, Corporation Counsel Johnson, Deputy Police Chief Bigsbee, Captain Schneider, Captain Steele, Sergeant Ashcraft, Fire Chief Batalis, Firefighter Farmer and Park Superintendent Martin were present.
Council President Joe Williams called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and announced a quorum was present. 
COMMENTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Councilor Wheeler said that the Code Committee is doing more research about fees for pet licenses and that the Parks and Recreation Committee will meet soon.  Councilor Wells asked for an update regarding soccer issues.  Councilor Wells said a resident called him and suggested that the City have a drop off site for Christmas trees and heavy trash items.  Councilor Freeman said that the Mayor will respond to a series of questions she has provided to him during the next council meeting.  Councilor Williams invited Fire Union Local 416 President Farmer and FOP Local 159 President Ashcraft to discuss Proposal No. 2, 2017 regarding longevity pay.  
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:  Councilor Jones moved to approve Payroll Claims for $823,123.14 [December 30, 2016 payroll] and invoices [for vendors] as presented today [for $6,187,906.67].  The motion was seconded by Councilor Freeman. By a show of hands, the vote to approve the vouchers carried by a unanimous vote of the Council.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Resolution No. 13, 2016, concerning retention of Bose McKinney & Evans LLP as legal counsel, was read only by title by Clerk Walton.  Councilor Giles moved to adopt Resolution No. 13, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Allen and carried by a unanimous vote of the Council.     
Proposal No. 1, 2017, adopting and enacting a tenth supplement to the Code of Ordinances of the City of Lawrence, Indiana, remains in the Code Committee.  Attorney Hughes is reviewing the supplement.
NEW BUSINESS:  Councilor Chavis moved to change the Council meeting date from July 3, 2017 to July 5, 2017 at 6:30 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Jones and carried by a unanimous vote of the Council.
Proposal No. 2, 2017, Amending Ordinance No. 18, 2016 which fixed salaries of appointed offices and employees of the Police Department and the Fire Department for the year 2017 regarding longevity pay, was introduced and read only by title by Clerk Walton.  Councilor Wheeler moved to suspend the rules and adopt on first reading.  Councilor Allen seconded the motion.  By a show of hands, the vote carried by a unanimous vote of the Council.  Councilor    
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Wheeler moved to adopt Proposal No. 2, 2017.  Councilor Allen seconded the motion.  Councilor Chavis and Firefighter Farmer noted that, for years 1, 2 and 3, there would be pay raises.  After                                                   
year 4, there will be only longevity increases.  Following discussion, by a show of hands, the vote carried by a unanimous vote of the Council.  
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS:  None
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned, at 6:51 p.m., by the unanimous vote of the Council.

_____________________________________        _________________________________

Joe Williams. President                                               Kathleen A. Walton, Clerk              
