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City of Lawrence Board of Parks and Recreation – Regular Meeting
Wednesday, January 14, 2026 – 5:30 pm
Lawrence Government Center Public Assembly Room



Members present:   Jeff Vest, Tom Burns, Helen Taylor, and Jessica Dunn
Staff:  Mayor Deborah Whitfield, Eric Martin, Dina Gee and Jami Weirich
Guests: Liz Masur
The meeting was called to order by Jeff Vest at 5:30 pm.
Minutes:
The minutes of December 10, 2025 meeting were distributed for review and clarification. Jeff Vest  entertained a motion to accept the minutes.  The motion was made by Tom Burns to accept the minutes, seconded by Helen Taylor. Motion carried 4-0.  
Director and Board Comments: 
Projects for this winter include painting at Jenn Park, new lighting and bathroom fixtures at Jenn Park, Burns Park and Lee Road Park and installation of playground at Richardt Park.  The storm water project is on the agenda for this year at Community Park including the parking lot.  Jami informed the Board about future events for 2026.
Old Business: - None
New Business: - 
a.  Election of Officers:
Jeff Vest made a motion to keep all positions the same as last year, seconded by Jessica Dunn.  Motion carried 4-0.
b.  CCA 2026 Facility  Usage Agreement:  Tabled
Public Comments:  Mayor Whitfield shared with the Board some of her visions for the parks. Tom Burns inquired about the amphitheater at the track.  Mayor Whitfield stated that the soil testing came back good and they were on phase 2 which included the survey process.  Tom is concerned about the Parks having to maintain another park with the hiring freeze.  The Mayor, Jeff and Eric have had talks concerning the Master Plan at Community Park.    
Adjournment: Jeff Vest adjourned the meeting at 6:18 pm.                                                  
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