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City of Lawrence Board of Parks and Recreation – Regular Meeting
Wednesday, March 11, 2026 – 5:30 pm
Lawrence Police Station Training Room
5150 N Post Road

Members present:   Jeff Vest, Tom Burns, Helen Taylor, Robert White and Jessica Dunn
Staff:  Eric Martin, Dina Gee, Jami Weirich and Jared Hooten
Guests: Liz Masur
The meeting was called to order by Jeff Vest at 5:30 pm.
Minutes:
The minutes of February 11, 2026 meeting were distributed for review and clarification. Jeff Vest  entertained a motion to accept the minutes with a correction to the misspelled word “survey”.  The motion was made by Jessica Dunn to accept the minutes with the correction, seconded by Tom Burns. Motion carried 5-0.  
Director and Board Comments: 
The City employees will be painting the first floor at the Government Center on Friday.  Jenn Park was revamped with new light fixtures, bathroom remodel and painting.  Painting has been done at Lee Road and Burns park bathrooms.  The Explorer park bathrooms are getting painted now.  Community Center bathrooms are going to be getting new bathroom partitions and fixtures this year.  The sump pump had to be replaced at the Sterrett Center last week.  March 28th is Spring Fest.  Eric stated that Parks would be getting a graduate student, and she will be working 400 hours on the tree ordinances for the City of Lawrence.  The Next Level Trail has been extended til June 2027.  Tom asked if someone with Redevelopment could come and talk to the Parks Board about the amphitheater since it will be a park and we will have to maintain it.
Old Business: - None
New Business: - 
a.  Mortonville Fireworks LLC – Fireworks Contract - Tabled
b. General Services Administration – Easement Agreement – Tabled
c. Fall Creek Softball & Baseball – Tabled
d. Indianapolis Gaa – Wednesdays – 
The agreement is for the use of one field at Burns Park on Wednesdays from 6pm to 9pm starting March 25, 2026 through August 26, 2026. The fee would be $1,725.  After discussion, Jeff entertained a motion to enter into an agreement with the Indianapolis GAA for the usage of 1 field at Burns Park on Wednesdays.   The motion was made by Tom Burns to accept, seconded by Robert White.  Motion carried 5-0. 
e.  VFW 7119 Usage agreement –
The agreement would be for the use of 2 pickleball courts at Lee Road Park on Mondays from 7pm – 9pm starting June 1 through August 31, 2026.  The fee would be $208.  After discussion, Jeff entertained a motion to enter into an agreement with VFW7119 for the usage of 2 pickleball courts on Mondays at Lee Road Park.  The motion was made by Tom Burns to accept, seconded by Helen Taylor.  Motion carried 5-0.
f.  Pickleball Courts paving – 
Eric had 2 quotes for the pickleball court sealing, one with HSC Paving for $38,074 and one from Leslie Paving for $41,701.  Eric suggested going with Leslie Paving.  Leslie Paving was a couple of thousand higher but they offered leveling out high and low spots and extra coat of coloring.  After discussion, Jeff entertained a motion to grant Leslie Paving the contract to do the work on the Pickleball courts at Lee Road park.  The motion was made by Jessica Dunn, seconded by Helen Taylor.  Motion carried 5-0.
Public Comments:  None 
Adjournment: Jeff Vest adjourned the meeting at 6:09 pm.                                                  
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