 Common Council

City of Lawrence

June 15, 2016
Regular Meeting
MEMBERS PRESENT: Council Members Joe Williams, Lisa Chavis, Tom Shevlot, Sherron Freeman, William Tyrrell Giles, Elizabeth Wheeler, Rick Wells, Bob Jones and Greg Allen were present
ALSO PRESENT:  Clerk Kathleen Walton and Attorney Greg Hahn (Bose McKinney & Evans LLP)
STAFF PRESENT: Mayor Collier, City Attorney Hoff, Controller/Deputy Mayor Fenwick, Deputy Controller Streeter, Police Chief Hofmann, Deputy Police Chief Bigsbee, Fire Chief Batalis, Deputy Fire Chief Hardie, Fire Division Chief Wallace, Director of Administration and Code Compliance Anthony, Streets and Solid Waste Director Lotts and several firefighters were present. 
Council President Joe Williams called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and announced a quorum was present. 
COMMENTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Councilor Wheeler thanked Streets and Solid Waste Director Lotts and Joey Back from DPW for the 2 safety signs placed in District 6 in Crystal Point and Bradford Woods.  Councilor Jones expressed concerns about the number of railroad crossings being closed at the same time.  Specifically, he spoke about the consequences for public safety and public health.  Councilor Shevlot discussed the State Board of Accounts financial statement examination report (AKA “Audit Report”) from January 1, 2013 to December 31, 2014.  He recommended this report be discussed in the finance committee.  Councilor Wells expressed concern of the impact of the Audit Report on future budgets beginning with 2017.  Councilor Wells moved that a special committee be established to review the results of the Audit Report.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Jones and failed by the following vote of the Council:  Two (2) aye votes (Councilors Wells and Jones) and seven (7) nay votes.  Councilor Freeman thanked DPW for placing the school zone signs.  Councilor Wells thanked Councilor Maggie Lewis and Councilor Jeff Coats for recognizing his mother at the closing of a recent City County Council meeting.  
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:  Councilor Shevlot moved to approve Invoices [for vendors] as presented today [for $470,418.66]. The motion was seconded by Councilor Wheeler.  By a show of hands, the vote to approve the vouchers carried by a unanimous vote of the Council.  

PUBLIC HEARING: Pursuant to advertising, Councilor Williams opened the floor for the public hearing concerning Proposal No. 9, 2016.  Councilor Williams called for comment and testimony.  There were no public comments.  Thereupon, the public hearing was closed.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Proposal No. 6, 2016, amending the 2016 salary ordinances for certain Fire Department personnel, was read only by title by Clerk Walton.  Councilor Shevlot moved to adopt Proposal No. 6, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Jones.  During subsequent discussion, Councilor Chavis and Councilor Giles asked Derrica Borden, CEO of Med Bill, Fire Chief Batalis and Controller/Deputy Mayor Fenwick to participate.  Following discussion, the vote to adopt Proposal No. 6, 2016 failed by the following vote of the Council:  Three (3) aye votes (Councilors Shevlot, Wells and Jones) and six (6) nay votes.
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Proposal No. 7, 2016, amending Title 3, Article 1, Chapter 4, Section 2 of the Municipal Code of the City of Lawrence, Indiana with respect to the City of Lawrence Fire Department’s ambulance fee schedule, was read only by title by Clerk Walton.  Councilor Wheeler moved to adopt Proposal No. 7, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Giles and carried by a unanimous vote of the Council.  
Proposal No. 8, 2016, amending the 2016 budget as approved by the Common Council with respect to the EMS Fund, was read only by title by Clerk Walton.  Councilor Giles moved to table Proposal No. 8, 2016 until December 21, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Wheeler and carried by the following vote of the Council:  Six (6) aye votes and three (3) nay votes (Councilors Shevlot, Wells and Jones)
Proposal No. 9, 2016, amending the 2016 budget as approved by the Common Council with respect to Fund 257-COIT special distribution and the General Fund, was read only by title by Clerk Walton.  Councilor Williams assigned Proposal No. 9, 2016 to the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee.  Councilor Williams said Proposal No. 9, 2016 would be available for discussion at the next Council meeting.
Council President Williams requested approval of a professional service contract with Sondhi Solutions Exhibits A & B.  Councilor Williams assigned the Sondhi contract to the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee.   
NEW BUSINESS:  Resolution No. 9, 2016, declaring intent to acquire certain information technology property by lease-purchase agreement, was read only by title by Clerk Walton.  Councilor Williams assigned Resolution No. 9, 2016 to the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee.   
Proposal No. 10, 2016, establishing fund 257-LOIT Special Distribution Fund to receipt and account for funds received pursuant to IC 6-3.6-9-17, was introduced and ready only by title by 
Clerk Walton.   Councilor Williams assigned Proposal No. 10, 2016 to the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee.   
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS:  None
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned, at 7:08 p.m., by the unanimous vote of the Council.

_____________________________________        _________________________________

Joe Williams. President                                               Kathleen A. Walton, Clerk                                                                                
