CITY OF LAWRENCE

  Common Council

January 4, 2016
Regular Meeting

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Council Members Joe Williams, Lisa Chavis, Tom Shevlot, Sherron Freeman, William Tyrrell Giles, Rick Wells, Elizabeth Wheeler and Bob Jones were present.

ALSO PRESENT:  Clerk Kathleen Walton 
STAFF PRESENT: Mayor Collier, City Attorney Hoff, Controller Fenwick, Police Chief Hofmann, Deputy Police Chief Bigsbee, Captain Woodruff, Sergeant Ashcraft, Sergeant Romeril, Staff Accountant Mink, Crime Watch Director Sokol and Park Superintendent Martin were present.

Councilor Shevlot called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and announced a quorum was present. 

The election of President of the Lawrence Common Council was opened for nominations.  Councilor Freeman nominated Joe Williams.  Councilor Jones nominated Tom Shevlot.  Councilor Shevlot announced that, there being no further nominations, nominations were closed. Paper ballots were distributed for voting.  The Clerk tallied the votes.  Eight votes were cast, 5 votes for Joe Williams (Councilors Giles, Freeman, Wheeler, Chavis and Williams) and 3 votes for Tom Shevlot (Councilors Jones, Wells and Shevlot).  The Clerk announced that Joe Williams was elected President of the Common Council.
The election of Vice President of the Lawrence Common Council was opened for nominations.  
Councilor Wheeler nominated Lisa Chavis.  Councilor Jones nominated Tom Shevlot.  Councilor Shevlot announced that, there being no further nominations, nominations were closed. Paper ballots were distributed for voting.  The Clerk tallied the votes.  Eight votes were cast, 5 votes for Lisa Chavis (Councilors Giles, Freeman, Wheeler, Chavis and Williams) and 3 votes for Tom Shevlot (Councilors Jones, Wells and Shevlot).  The Clerk announced that Lisa Chavis was elected Vice President of the Common Council.
At the conclusion of the vote, Councilor Shevlot offered to vacate the chair, allowing Councilor Williams to assume his new position.  Councilor Williams accepted and conducted the remainder of the meeting.

COMMENTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Councilor Freeman expressed concerns about parking violations and staffing a fire engine at station #40.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Councilor Freeman moved to approve the minutes of the special meeting on December 29, 2015.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Shevlot and carried by a unanimous vote of the Council.  
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS:  None
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:  None

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   None
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NEW BUSINESS:  President Williams said nominations were open for Council attorney.  Councilor Giles nominated Jonathan Hughes.  Mr. Hughes addressed the Council and responded to questions.  Councilor Jones moved to vote on the Council attorney at the January mid-month meeting in order to review the resume.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Wells.  By a show of hands, the vote was a tie by the following vote of the Council:  four (4) aye votes (Councilors Wells, Chavis, Freeman and Jones) and four (4) nay votes (Councilors Wheeler, Giles, Shevlot and Williams).  President Williams called for a re-vote.  By a show of hands, the vote to postpone the vote on council attorney to the January mid-month meeting failed by the following vote of the Council:  Two (2) aye votes (Councilors Wells and Jones) and six (6) nay votes (Councilors Shevlot, Wheeler, Freeman, Chavis, Williams and Giles).  By a show of hands, the vote to approve Jonathan Hughes as Council attorney carried by the following vote of the Council:  six (6) aye votes (Councilors  Shevlot, Wheeler, Freeman, Chavis, Williams and Giles) and two (2) nay votes (Councilors Jones and Wells).
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS:  Mayor Collier addressed the Council:  
· Congratulated the Councilors and said he looks forward to working with them together.
· Expressed his belief that the most effective form of government is Municipal government.
· Invited the Councilors to meet with him every Friday from 2pm to 4pm to discuss issues.
· Laid out his goals for his first 100 days in office.
CITIZENS COMMENTS:  The following citizen addressed the Council:
· William Pedigo, 4729 Normal Avenue
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m., by the unanimous vote of the Council.

___________________________                    _____________________________

Joe Williams, President                                       Kathleen A. Walton, Clerk

These minutes are not intended to be verbatim.  They are a summary of discussions held, with the exception of the motions.  An audiotape is made which provides a detailed record.


