CITY OF LAWRENCE

  Common Council

February 1, 2016
Regular Meeting

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Council Members Joe Williams, Lisa Chavis, Tom Shevlot, Sherron Freeman, William Tyrrell Giles, Rick Wells, Elizabeth Wheeler, Bob Jones and Greg Allen were present.

ALSO PRESENT:  Clerk Kathleen Walton and Attorney Brad Dick (Bose McKinney & Evans LLP)
STAFF PRESENT: Mayor Collier, Controller Fenwick, Police Chief Hofmann, Deputy Police Chief Bigsbee, Deputy Chief Woodruff, Captain Cantrell, Fire Chief Batalis, Division Fire Chief Wallace, Sergeant Blythe, Director of Code Enforcement Anthony, Crime Watch Director Sokol and several firefighters were present.

Council President Joe Williams called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and announced a quorum was present. 
Councilor Williams asked for a moment of silence for Susan Jordan, the principal of Amy Beverland Elementary School.
COMMENTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Councilor Freeman praised Officer Dustin Vantreese for his response to an emergency situation and his rescue of a teenager from a pond.   Councilor Freeman expressed concerns about street lights being out on 56th Street; asked if the City could look into having a landlord registry program; and asked the Mayor about the stormwater issue.  Mayor Collier responded to her concerns.  Councilor Wells asked if code enforcement issues could be in the Lawrence Lift to make citizens aware.  In response, Police Chief Hofmann said the department will advertise and educate better.  Councilor Wheeler asked if the top 10 violated ordinances could be on the City’s website.  The Mayor said yes.  Councilor Jones praised Police Chief Hofmann for attending a crime watch meeting and responding to email questions immediately.  Councilor Shevlot discussed Resolution No. 1, 2016 and said the Council needs to relook at it.  Following discussion among Councilors Giles, Wheeler, Jones and Williams, Councilor Williams placed Resolution No. 1, 2016 in the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee for review.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Councilor Wheeler moved to approve the minutes of the regular meetings on January 4, 2016 and January 20, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Freeman and carried by a unanimous vote of the Council.  
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS: Councilor Giles moved to approve Payroll Claims for $809,971.62 [January 31, 2016 payroll] and invoices [for vendors] as presented today [for $1,055,045.18]. The motion was seconded by Councilor Wheeler.  Following discussion, by a show of hands, the vote to approve the vouchers carried by a unanimous vote of the Council. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:  None

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   None
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NEW BUSINESS:  Councilor Joe Williams said nominations for members of the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) were open for consideration.  Councilor Shevlot nominated Mr. Brian Hicks.  Councilor Freeman nominated Ms. Celeste Jaffe.  Councilor Wheeler nominated Mr. Arthur Duszynski.  Councilor Jones nominated Mr. Brent Addington. Councilor Freeman nominated Mrs. Becky Lightle.  Councilor Wells nominated Mr. Phil Mullins.  Councilor Williams announced that, there being no further nominations, nominations were closed.  Clerk Walton distributed paper ballots.  The Clerk tallied the votes.  Twenty-seven votes were cast, 3 votes for Brian Hicks, 6 votes for Celeste Jaffe, 6 votes for Arthur Duszynski, 3 votes for Brent Addington, 3 votes for Becky Lightle and 6 votes for Phil Mullins.  Clerk Walton announced that Celeste Jaffe, Arthur Duszynski and Phil Mullins were elected to the BZA 

Councilor Joe Williams said nominations for a member of the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) as an alternate were open for consideration.  Councilor Jones nominated Mrs. Anna Maria Spurgin.  Councilor Wheeler nominated Mrs. Tara Melton.  Councilor Freeman nominated Mrs. Becky Lightle.  Councilor Wells nominated Mr. Brent Addington.   Councilor Williams announced that, there being no further nominations, nominations were closed.  Clerk Walton distributed paper ballots.  The Clerk tallied the votes.  Nine votes were cast, 1 vote for Anna Maria Spurgin, 3 votes for Tara Melton, 3 votes for Becky Lightle and 2 votes for Brent Addington.  Clerk Walton announced that a tie resulted from the vote.  Clerk Walton again distributed paper ballots to break the tie.  The Clerk tallied the votes.  Nine votes were cast, 5 votes for Tara Melton and 4 votes for Becky Lightle.  Clerk Walton announced that Tara Melton was elected as the alternate to the BZA.
Councilor Williams said nominations for a member of the Police Merit Commission (term expires 3-31-19) were open for consideration.  Councilor Chavis nominated Charles Wheeler.  Councilor Jones nominated Mike Peyton.  Councilor Freeman nominated Tory Williams.  Councilor Williams announced that, there being no further nominations, nominations were closed.  Clerk Walton distributed paper ballots.  The Clerk tallied the votes.  Eight votes were cast, 4 votes for Charles Wheeler, 3 votes for Mike Peyton, 1 vote for Tory Williams and one abstention (Councilor Wheeler).  Clerk Walton announced that Charles Wheeler was elected to the Police Merit Commission.
Councilor Williams said nominations for a member of the Fire Merit Commission (term expires 2-28-19) were open for consideration.  Councilor Shevlot nominated Brent Addington.  Councilor Freeman nominated Becky Parker.  Councilor Williams announced that, there being no further nominations, nominations were closed.  Clerk Walton distributed paper ballots.  The Clerk tallied the votes.  Nine votes were cast, 3 votes for Brent Addington and 6 votes for Becky Parker.  Clerk Walton announced that Becky Parker was elected to the Fire Merit Commission.
Resolution No. 2, 2016, commemorating the memory of Susan Jordan: Educator, Administrator, and Hero, was read only by title by Clerk Walton.  Councilor Wheeler moved to table Resolution No. 2, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Wells and carried by a unanimous vote of the Council.
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS:  Mayor Collier addressed the Council:  
· He thanked Councilor Wheeler for being at Amy Beverland on Tuesday, January 26, 2016.
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· He thanked Officer VanTreese for his response to an emergency situation and his rescue of a teenager from a pond.   
CITIZENS COMMENTS:  The following citizen addressed the Council:
· William Pedigo, 4729 Normal Avenue
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m., by the unanimous vote of the Council.

___________________________                    _____________________________

Joe Williams, President                                       Kathleen A. Walton, Clerk

These minutes are not intended to be verbatim.  They are a summary of discussions held, with the exception of the motions.  An audiotape is made which provides a detailed record.


