 CITY OF LAWRENCE

  Common Council

November 7, 2016
Regular Meeting

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Council Members Joe Williams, Lisa Chavis, Tom Shevlot, Sherron Freeman, William Tyrrell Giles, Bob Jones, Rick Wells, Greg Allen and Elizabeth Wheeler were present.

ALSO PRESENT:  Clerk Kathleen Walton and Attorney Jonathan Hughes (Bose McKinney & Evans LLP) 
STAFF PRESENT: Mayor Collier, Controller/Deputy Mayor Fenwick, Deputy Controller Streeter, Corporation Counsel Gutting, Police Chief Hofmann, Deputy Police Chief Bigsbee, Deputy Police Chief Woodruff, Fire Chief Batalis and Director of Crime Prevention Sokol were present.

Council President Joe Williams called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and announced a quorum was present. 
Council President Williams asked for a moment of silence in recognition of William Hall, former Clerk-Treasurer, of the City of Lawrence from 1964 to 1987 who recently passed away.

Mayor Collier presented a Proclamations celebrating local small businesses and to the Lawrence Township School Foundation.

COMMENTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Councilor Freeman discussed flooding issues in Kensington Farms.  At the request of Councilor Freeman, Mr. Lloyd Johnston, 10134 Pendula Drive in Watson Farms, discussed issues with pit bulls in his neighborhood.  At the request of Councilor Wheeler, Mr. Robb Clark, 11460 Geist Woods Drive, discussed stormwater issues at his address.  Councilor Giles also discussed stormwater issues and asked Mayor Collier to give the Council an update on the inter-local agreement (ILA) with Indianapolis.  Mayor Collier provided an update to the Council and responded to questions.  Councilor Chavis asked Mayor Collier to provide an update on the RFP for energy savings.  Mayor Collier said there has been no action.  Councilor Wells discussed the special meeting on November 3, 2016 that was cancelled.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Councilor Wheeler moved to approve the minutes of the regular meetings on October 3, 2016 and October 19, 2016 (amended) and special meeting on October 3, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Freeman and carried by a unanimous vote of the Council.  
APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS: Councilor Jones moved to approve Payroll Claims for $866,773.28 [October 31, 2016 payroll] and invoices [for vendors] as presented today [for $758,814.26]. The motion was seconded by Councilor Allen.  By a show of hands, the motion carried by a unanimous vote of the Council.  
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:  Councilor Giles said the Regions Financial master lease is still in the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee.  He discussed the possibility of the committee meeting regularly on the second Thursday of each month starting in December.  Councilor Wheeler said the Code Committee will meet on November 10, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. to discuss Proposal No. 25, 2016.  
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Proposal No. 25, 2016, amending Title 3, Article 3, Chapter 1, Sections 11 and 13 of the Municipal Code of the City of Lawrence, Indiana with respect to animal regulations, remains in the Code Committee.
The professional service contract with Regions Financial for a master lease to consolidate finances for IT, a snow plow and fire equipment remains in the Administration, Budget and Finance Committee.
NEW BUSINESS:  Consideration of veto by Mayor of Ordinance No. 24, 2016.

Councilor Giles moved to override the veto.  Councilor Wheeler seconded the motion.  During discussion, Attorney Hughes reported that he had provided each councilor with a written opinion regarding Ordinance No. 24, 2016.  Corporation Jim Gutting also provided a written opinion.  Following an extensive discussion among Councilors, Controller Fenwick and legal advisors, the motion to override the veto carried by the following vote of the Council: Six (6) aye votes and three (3) nay votes (Councilors Jones, Wells and Shevlot).  
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS:  Mayor Collier addressed the Council.  He said Indianapolis stormwater is proceeding with 3 projects in the City of Lawrence and the City anticipates a signed ILA at the end of 2016 and responded to questions from the Council.
CITIZENS COMMENTS:  The following citizen addressed the Council:
· Robb Clark, 11460 Geist Woods Drive
· Carlton Curry, 11230 Winding Wood Court

· Lloyd Johnston, 10134 Pendula Drive

· Patty Ragas, 6225 White Rabbit Place

· Monika McGhee-Anderson, 7851 Evian Drive

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m., by the unanimous vote of the Council.

___________________________                    _____________________________

Joe Williams, President                                     Kathleen A. Walton, Clerk

These minutes are not intended to be verbatim.  They are a summary of discussions held, with the exception of the motions.  An audiotape is made which provides a detailed record.


